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Introduction

The phrase the truth is used consistently  in the New Testament to refer to the truth about 

God, in contrast to the lie the devil fathered (John 8:44; compare John 14:6; 18:37). There are 

many ways to describe what this truth is, but John's description of God summarizes it the best--

"God is love" (1 John 4:8, 16), a self-sacrificing love that shows Him to be just what Jesus de-

clared He was, "meek and lowly in heart." (Matt. 11:29). This is not only the way He is, it is also 

the way He has designed His universe to function, especially  all of the moral beings that He cre-

ated to inhabit it. That has been challenged by the devil's lie. The conflict has lasted millennia, 

with the results before us and in us. But the lie is not eternal, which brings us to our present time, 

unique in all of this long controversy.

In a study of the truth in the New Testament, we find Peter used a unique phrase--the present 

truth (2 Pet. 1:12). Paul wrote of the same reality when he said that "the word of the truth of the 

gospel ... is come unto you." (Col. 1:5, 6).2 These uses speak of a time setting for the truth. We 

must attempt to see how God has different activities at different times in His dealing with the 

controversy between the truth and the lie,3 to bring the truth to people where they are in time.
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1 This paper is adapted from the end-time section of a larger study of "the truth" in the New Testament that analyzes 
all the passages using that phrase, tracing its consistent, specific meaning throughout, and concluding with its end-
time and eternal applications.

2 The present truth in 2 Pet. 1:12 is a special construction of the phrase the truth, one that has another word injected 
within it. The added word is a significant one, the present participle of pareimi, meaning "to be beside, or at hand." 
This word in its same grammatical form was used by Paul in Col. 1:5, "the word of the truth of the gospel; which is 
come unto you, as it is in all the world" (1:5, 6).

3 The background texts for these explicit labels to describe this battle are John 8:44; Rom. 1:25; 2 Thes. 2:9-12.



Since the covenant (Isa 24:5; Heb. 13:20) and the gospel (Rev. 14:6) are everlasting, and 

since both are integrally  connected to the truth (Gal. 2:5, 14; Eph. 1:13; Col. 1:5; Heb. 10:26-29), 

the present truth is not a change in the identity of the truth to match the varying winds of popular 

culture or other whims of sinful man. Rather it is the application or special meaning of the truth 

to people at  their current  location in time, explaining what God is doing at that time in salvation 

history. The core essence of the truth is ever the same, but God adapts the expression of it. 

The Present Truth Through Time

Based on Bible history and prophecy, the following are major divisions of time and how God 

expressed the truth to people in each of those periods:

The	
  Present The	
  Present	
  Truth

From the beginning, 
when the devil fathered 
the lie. (John 8:44)

Michael--the one answering the question, "Who is like God?"--
witnessed in heaven to the truth as He led the battle against the 
devil and the lie. (Rev. 12:7-9)

From the time the lie 
captured Eve and Adam 
with the deception about 
what God is like. (Gen. 
3:4, 5)

God's dealing with the lie on earth was introduced in Gen. 3 as He 
came down and confronted Adam and Eve, as well as the serpent, 
in a judgment pattern that foreshadowed how He will handle sin 
to the end. This intervention involved blood sacrifices (Gen. 3:21; 
4:4) that illustrated both the cost of sin and God's plan to reveal 
the truth by paying that cost Himself.

From the time God gave 
Moses elaborate instruc-
tions for the sanctuary 
service to illustrate how 
He dwells and deals with 
sinners infected with sin, 
the consequence of the 
lie. (Exod. 25:8)

Every detail of the sanctuary structure and services illustrated in 
some way the truth about God as they showed God's solution for 
sin. Continually God revealed how He was pouring out Himself to 
meet the needs of sinners. He has been doing this from the begin-
ning of the lie. The sanctuary in a special way pointed forward to 
the time when He would come in person to witness to the giving 
of the truth to the death caused by the lie.
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The	
  Present The	
  Present	
  Truth

From the time Messiah 
came to unmask the lie 
in person rather than in 
symbols. (Dan. 9:24-27)

What the New Testament writers called "the gospel" was the birth, 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, Immanuel, "God with us." 
His purpose in coming was to bridge in Himself the gulf the lie 
had created between God and man. At His ascension back to 
heaven, Jesus took the benefits of His gift of life here, to minister 
as our high priest in the sanctuary there. This is the present truth 
of which Peter and Paul wrote. (2 Pet. 1:12; Col. 1:5, 6). It en-
abled God's people for centuries to stand against the longest single 
development of the lie. (Dan. 7:20, 21, 25; 2 Thes. 2:7-13; Rev. 
12:13; 13:5-7)

From the time the final 
judgment began against 
the lie, and the last in-
carnations of it. (Dan. 
8:14; 7:9, 10, 22, 26)

Here we come to our day, the end-time, with its preparation for 
the great Second Advent, the setting for the final showdown be-
tween the truth and the lie. God raises up a people to proclaim the 
final messages of mercy, that call people to prepare by accepting 
the truth and coming out of the lie. The power behind the 4th 
kingdom of Daniel, the being that fathered the lie, is still very ac-
tive and makes his final war against this great movement of God 
(Rev. 12:17). The power of the 4th kingdom that embodied the lie 
the longest as it fought the truth, appears to die but experiences a 
global resurgence during this movement (Rev. 13:3, 10). And 
somewhat parallel to the rise of God's final group of people on 
their mission is another power of the 4th kingdom whose origin 
was amazingly the strength of the truth. But like Lucifer himself 
this power leaves the truth while still claiming to speak for God, 
in reality voicing the lie of the dragon, and backing up such un-
truth with miracles. (13:11-14)

What are the details of the truth for this time? We will exam-
ine some.

Parallels from the Past

Before looking at the applications of the truth to our time, let us examine more evidence for 

identifying from prophecy our place in the flow of salvation events. One way we should do this 

is to compare the time of Peter and Paul with the present for us now.

As noted above, "present" for Peter and Paul was in fulfillment of Dan. 9. Jesus had earlier 

used the same verb Peter and Paul connected to the truth "present." However, Jesus spoke in a 
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negative way when before Passover AD 31 He said "His hour" in the midst of the week of Dan. 

9:27 was "not yet come" (John 7:6). Jesus was speaking of His final witness to the truth to be 

given at Passover time, on the cross. When Peter and Paul wrote after AD 34, they could well 

say, "The truth is come." The witness to the truth at that  time had come with the beginning of 

Jesus' ministry, and had crescendoed to the cross. The local witness (to the house of Israel; Matt.  

10:6; 15:24; Acts 2:36) met its conclusion at the end of the week of Dan. 9 with the events 

around Acts 7. But the cosmic implications of what Jesus had accomplished in His local ministry 

was the message Peter and the other ten disciples, and later Paul, ran with. This was the begin-

ning of the global witness. So in our day  as Dan. 8 parallels Dan. 9, there is a final global witness 

to the truth as "this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto 

all nations." (Matt. 24:14). 

Looking forward to this time, the holy ones in Dan. 8 asked "How long...?" (or, "Till 

when...?") regarding the prosperity  of the lie that "cast  down the truth to the ground." The answer 

given then was "till evening-morning two thousand three hundred." (8:12-14). Then we come to 

Revelation and hear a similar question regarding time to the judgment, "How long...?" (6:10). A 

clear answer is given under the seventh trumpet in Rev. 11:18. "The time" of judgment "is 

come." The present truth for us is the proclamation of the beginning of "the hour of His judg-

ment" (Rev. 14:7) in fulfillment of Dan. 7:10, 22, 26; 8:14.4
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4 The parallel between the local setting in Daniel 9 and the global one in Daniel 8 is shown in a table in a paper enti-
tled "The Local 70 Weeks as a Template for the Global Evening-Morning 2300" giving the parallels (both beginning 
with a restoration of the sanctuary) between the local witness leading to local judgment in the days of Jesus, Peter, 
and Paul, and the global witness leading to global judgment in our day.



"This Time"

Another way  the Bible describes the time element of the present truth is to call it  "this time." 

Consider two significant "this time" uses. Jesus addressed the lack of insight into what was hap-

pening in His time. "Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky and of the earth; but how is 

it that ye do not discern this time?" (Luke 12:56). Here Jesus referred to the time dealing with the 

local judgment of Dan. 9 noted above.

After the cross and just before Jesus returned to heaven, the disciples asked, "Lord, wilt Thou 

at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?" (Acts 1:6). Apparently they did not grasp that 

the local prophecy  in Dan. 9 foresaw coming destruction and not restoration (though Jesus had 

addressed it at length; Matt. 24). They also did not realize where they were in relation to the 

global prophecy when God's kingdom will be re-established on a new earth, after the time deal-

ing with the global judgment of Dan. 8 noted above. Jesus plainly  told them it was not for them 

"to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power." (Acts 1:7). The 

time elements of Dan. 8:14 were sealed "till the time of the end"--not the time of Peter and Paul, 

but our time (8:26; 12:8,9). 

All of the time periods of Daniel (7:25; 8:14; 12:7, 11, 12), and those of Revelation (11:2, 3; 

12:6, 14; 13:5) came to an end in the period of time leading to the beginning of the Advent 

movement (late 18th and early  19th centuries). This "time of the end" ("end-time") speaks of the 

end of the lie. It  introduces the beginning of the judgment process leading to the final eradication 

of the lie and all identified with it. This is the great "till" of the prophecies of Daniel and 

Revelation--the earthly systems embodying and promoting the lie bear sway "till" God begins 

the detailed process of judgment.
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This judgment introduced in Rev. 11 is given a background in chapters 12 and 13 detailing 

those powers who "destroy the earth" (11:18) through the deception of the lie. The overcomers of 

faith are briefly mentioned in 12:17 and 13:10, and then detailed in chapter 14. All of the ele-

ments of the present truth for this period can be found in this chapter within the three angels' 

messages and their setting. Let us examine them carefully to see the truth for our time. The 

bolded seven items have been identified particularly as the special concepts of the present truth.5

Present Truth from Revelation 14

6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people,

"The everlasting gospel to preach" is the final witness to the truth of which Paul had written 

repeatedly--"the truth of the gospel" (Gal. 2:5, 14), "the truth, the gospel of your salvation" (Eph. 

1:13), "the word of the truth of the gospel" (Col. 1:5). "Everlasting" addresses the continuity and 

unchanging nature of the truth which is indeed good news.

This picture of a messenger taking this gospel globally is an echo of what Jesus described in 

Matt. 24:14. "This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 

nations; and then shall the end come." He had just detailed what "this gospel" was, and we find it 

a beautiful if somber picture of the truth locked in deadly battle with the lie. But observe the op-

posite methods of warfare. Jesus highlighted what the lie does to fight the truth. "Then shall they 

deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my 

name’s sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one 

another. And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. And because iniquity  shall 
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5 These were identified explicitly, and apparently completely, post-Minneapolis in Manuscript 13, 1889, published in 
CW 30.2 (as well as LDE 44.4 and 1888 518.2).



abound, the love of many shall wax cold." He then made a brief observation of those identified 

with the truth. "But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved" (verse 9-13). 

The self-centeredness, the coercion, the hatred, the drawing back, the taking even of life, the 

deception, the lawlessness--these manifestations of the lie are laid out in vivid detail. Sadly it 

captures even many who were living the truth ("the love of many"). In contrast, the name of Je-

sus (His character of giving even of life), the enduring of love "unto the end" as Jesus Himself 

did--these expressions of the truth are what  will stand forever. These are "this gospel of the king-

dom" that goes everywhere as a final witness to the truth (verse 14).

7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment 
is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains 
of waters.

To "give glory" to God is to give witness to the truth as did Jesus when He revealed the glory 

of the Father (John 1:14, 17). James said the only other alternative is "bitter envying and strife in 

your hearts" which involves human glory  and lying against the truth. He and the eleven disciples 

knew first hand the darkness of this experience, and the glorious light of coming into the truth 

after Jesus' resurrection.

This "hour of His judgment" is the judgment spoken of in Dan. 7:10, 22, 26 which sets up 

God's kingdom (verses 4, 18, 22, 27), the kingdom mentioned in Dan. 2:44. By parallel this 

judgment is the cleansing of the sanctuary in Dan. 8:14. The earthly kingdoms are based on the 

lie in view of what they do to the truth (8:12). And the sanctuary is defiled by the same realities 

(8:13; compare Ezek. 28:18), the corruption that living for self brings. (Recall Jesus' cleansing 

work in the temple of His day; Matt. 21:12, 13; John 2:13-16.) 
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The mess that God has to deal with in the heavenly sanctuary will in this final process be 

brought to an end. Those who wish to cooperate with Him in this process enter into this cleans-

ing (1 Tim. 5:24). John addressed it  in 1 John 1:6-9 in the context of the truth. The same verb of 

"cleansing" is used in Heb. 9:23 to describe the purification of "the heavenly things" which are 

connected with the then-future judgment associated with the second appearing of Jesus (9:27, 28) 

and "the Day" (10:25)--the final fulfillment of the symbolic, yearly Day of Atonement.

Paul described this final judgment against those "who believed not the truth" in 2 Thes. 

2:3-12, where he detailed the 4th kingdom's extensive embodiment of the lie with delusive power. 

As we will see with the upcoming messages, God's people at this time just prior to the beginning 

of phase 3 of judgment (the plagues leading to the Advent) in the witness of their lives assist Him 

in phase 1 and 2 of judgment against the lie. They open the books on the battle between the truth 

and the lie (phase 1), and they declare the verdict and sentence in regard to both (phase 2).

When the Advent people began to understand the sanctuary message, it became the key that 

unlocked their mission, explaining the past and the future in the context of the prophecies. The 

truth itself is the ingredient that will put  this understanding into actual experience, and remove 

the logjam that has hindered completion of what God is doing. 

The call to "worship  Him who made" is a clear echo of the fourth commandment to "remem-

ber the Sabbath day to keep it holy  ... [on] the seventh day, ... for in six days the LORD made 

heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the 

LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it." (Exod 20:8-11). Jesus, on His mission of wit-

nessing to the truth, declared that "The Sabbath was made for man, and not  man for the Sabbath: 

therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath." (Mark 2:27, 28). His declared lordship  as 
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"the Son of man" of this specific day  connects it to the truth as contained in the incarnation of 

Jesus Christ (1 John 4:1, 2 with 4:6).6 

The truth that came by "the Word ... made flesh" reveals a humble Creator who humbled 

Himself to create and to redeem, and continues to humble Himself to sustain, and to meet with 

His creatures once a week. The giving of the Creator declared that  His universe is established on 

such a cycle initiated by giving to others and completed by  receiving from their giving. To deny 

this greatness of humility, to refuse to acknowledge it, is the spirit of antichrist (1 John 2:18, 22; 

4:3; 2 John 7). This exaltation of the lie is what would refuse to remember and worship Him in 

the way in which He specified. The Sabbath is to the truth what any other day is to the lie.

Those God raised up to proclaim these last messages picked up the vital nature of the truth 

revealed in the Sabbath, which had been carried all through the centuries from the time of Jesus 

by those cherishing the spirit of the truth passed on from the apostles. As the books were opened 

in this end-time judgment, it was plainly revealed that the self-exalting spirit of those joining the 

4th kingdom (as Judas and the other religionists of his day confederated with Rome against the 

Lord of the Sabbath) had soon after the days of the apostles abandoned and even proscribed Sab-

bath remembrance in favor of another day. The call began to go forth to repudiate such arrogant 

pride, to worship our Creator who is "meek and lowly in heart," and thus find His true Sabbath 

rest (Matt. 11:28-30).

8 And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 
because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.

!

9

6 Note carefully that the identity of "the Spirit of the truth" (verse 6) that shows it to be "of God" (verses 1-4, 6) is 
that it confesses the humility of Jesus the Messiah--He "is come in the flesh" (verses 2, 3)--by which He became "the 
Son of man." To deny this, or push back on the extent of His humility, is the "spirit of antichrist" (verse 3), also 
called the "spirit of the error" (same word as "delusion" in 2 Thes. 2:11 that is tied to the lie.)



This first mention of Babylon in Revelation is full of meaning. This name of the first of 

Daniel's four prophetic kingdoms (Dan. 2:37-40) has come to typify the essence of the lie--pride 

(Dan. 4:30, 37; 5:20-22) and all related spiritual issues:  self-exaltation, self-salvation, coercion, 

mixing of the truth and the lie to increase the deceptiveness. We must note that by John's day  all 

of Daniel's first three kingdoms were history. It is manifestly  apparent that in fact the entire New 

Testament was written under the 4th kingdom, with various phases of it being all that remained 

until God removes it  and sets up His everlasting kingdom. Revelation in fact details these various 

incarnations of the 4th kingdom. 

So Babylon in Revelation is as it  were the code name for the 4th kingdom under which John 

wrote, which has extended even to our day, and will collapse prior to the final establishment of 

God's kingdom. Babylon in Revelation, as noted in our current verse and elsewhere (16:19; 

17:18; 18:10, 16, 18, 19, 21) as "that great city," is comprised at  the end of a confederacy of three 

powers, the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet. (16:13, 19). These three powers are de-

scribed at length in chapters 12 and 13. Their final confederacy  in Babylon (16:13, 14), its col-

lapse (16:19), and their destruction (19:20; 20:10) are detailed later in the book.

Just as Daniel was called in to Belshazzar's feast, so God raises up messengers to confront 

Babylon with its doom. When Daniel arrived at the feast he reviewed the history (Dan. 5:18-23). 

This opening of the books is always the phase 1 of judgment, as the record is investigated, re-

viewed, and examined (Gen. 3:9, 11, 13; Dan. 7:10; Rev. 20:12). So God's messengers at the end 

open the books on the truth back to Genesis 1 to reveal a humble Creator of all. These messen-

gers in this verse open the books on the lie embodied in Babylon, which finds an echo in the final 

confederacy  of the 4th kingdom of Daniel from all the way  back to the first human kingdom that 
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existed, Nimrod's Babel (Gen. 10:10; same word as Babylon) and the self-exalting tower of the 

same name (Gen. 11:4-9). The record of Babylon's history reveals "fornication," the mixing of 

the truth and the lie that intoxicates and deceives.

And just as Daniel opened the books, then turned to the handwriting to translate the verdict, 

so this message gives the verdict. Daniel explained, "God hath numbered thy kingdom.... Thou 

art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting." (5:26, 27). The verdict on modern Babylon 

is brief but similar, "Fallen, fallen." God commissions His end-time messengers with this mes-

sage as the beginning of phase 2 of judgment, which declares the verdict and sentence.

9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the 
beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,

In contrast to the worship  of the Creator called for by the first message, this message warns 

of all who "worship the beast and his image." The blasphemy conducted by this beast power 

against God, "His name, and His tabernacle, and them that  dwell in heaven" (Rev. 13:6) appears 

successful, as "all that dwell upon the earth shall worship  him, whose names are not written in 

the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." (13:8). This is a distinct al-

lusion to Jesus' statement in John 8:44, the first explicitly  addressing the truth versus the lie. Re-

call that when the devil refused to stand in the truth he fathered the lie. Jesus said this made him 

a "murderer from the beginning." Now we know whose life the devil was after--the Lamb's. The 

One who has expressed the truth of self-sacrificing love from eternity was attacked by the one 

who invented the lie that the way to live was to take. Of course that was not the way of life, as 

shown in its very taking. So from the beginning of the lie it  was clear the great Giver would give 

His life, and the great taker would take His life.
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The power behind the lie demands, short of life itself, the worship of all. This beast power's 

blasphemy described by John echoes Paul's description of it  in 2 Thes. 2:4. The same elements 

are there, in the context of the truth versus the lie (2:10-12)--God, His name, and His temple. 

Paul says he "opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; 

so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God." John is shown all 

three powers behind the 4th kingdom demanding and receiving worship. "All the world ... wor-

shipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast." (13:3, 4; 

also 8). The third power "causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first 

beast." (13:12). He arranges "an image to the beast" and empowers it to compel worship of itself 

on pain of death (13:14, 15). This is a clear allusion back to what Babylon did in Dan. 3:1, 6.

And short of worship enforced by a death decree, the third power forces other aspects of the 

beast upon all, with economic sanctions as the alternative. These signs of allegiance or identifica-

tion with the beast are called "the mark of his name," "the number of his name," and "the name 

of the beast."  (13:16, 17; 15:2; 16:2; 19:20; 20:4). The mark is placed "in their right hand, or in 

their foreheads." (13:6; compare 20:4). These signs are in distinct contrast to the identifying 

marks of those joined with the Lamb, who have "the seal of God in their foreheads," the Lamb's 

"Father’s name written in their foreheads." (7:3; 9:4; 14:1; 22:4).

Jesus' descriptions here given to John were summarized briefly by Paul in his first passage 

contrasting the truth with the lie. Paul had described how such apostasy  could develop---by hin-

dering the truth in unrighteousness, by responding to God's faith with unbelief (Rom. 1:18; com-

pare 3:3, 4, 7). This was how the devil fathered the lie. It  is also how that  any other creature falls 

to open rebellion against the truth. So Paul wrote that these rebellious, blind fools "changed the 
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truth of God into the lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is 

blessed for ever." (1:25). This is the message of both the first angel and the third--a call to wor-

ship the Creator, and a warning against worshipping the creature--an appeal to and vindication of 

the truth, and a verdict and sentence against the lie.

10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured-out without 
mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone 
in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:

The message of the third angel here reaches the point where the sentence flowing from the 

verdict is described, just as Daniel had declared the sentence as he deciphered the verdict. "God 

hath ... finished thy kingdom.... Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians." 

(5:26, 28). Now the doom facing anyone supporting modern Babylon is pronounced--"the wrath 

of God," pictured as wine "without mixture," from "the cup  of His indignation." The only way 

this can be understood is in the context of the gospel, also described for us by  Paul in Rom. 1. In 

"the gospel of Christ" was "the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith...." But he 

added also that  "the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against  all ungodliness and unright-

eousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness." (1:16-18). The only  place we have seen 

"the wrath of God" revealed "without mixture" of mercy  was in the cup Jesus drank as He went 

to the cross (Matt. 26:39-44), made a curse, made sin, for us (Gal. 3:13; 2 Cor. 5:21).

The fire Jesus experienced (Lam. 1:12, 13) is equivalent in wrath to what the adherents to the 

lie will experience at the end. Thus the third angel's message cannot be proclaimed without un-

folding the cross to the world. The cross is not only "the power of God unto salvation" but it is 

also "the wrath of God ... revealed." (Rom. 1:16, 18). Just as the Father "spared not his own Son, 
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but delivered him up for us all" (Rom. 8:32; 4:25), so with the insistent worshipers of Babylon, 

He will "give them up" (Rom. 1:24, 26, 28) in a final way. (Paul's verbs are all the same.)

Beyond that abandonment and separation (the implications of which we grasp  only  as we 

grasp both His sustaining power for all living things, and His strange act at Calvary), we see also 

something the lost at the end experience that Jesus could not, even when He was made a curse, 

and made sin. In the plan They designed for salvation, the Father could hide Himself from the 

Son, but the Son could not lose faith in the Father. But the followers of the lie are faithless. Since 

the Father's presence was life to Jesus, as a man He could die only  by the Father's presence being 

withdrawn. But with the faithless liars, they live only  with the sustaining Father's presence hid-

den from them. So in the end the worshipers of the creature will experience a lethal blend of 

separation from the Father (His giving them up) and an encounter with His presence in the 

Lamb. This sentence against the lie will be torment. 

Those who do not allow the King's forgiveness to make them forgiving throw away His gift. 

The measure of faith (Rom. 12:3) they exchange for the measure of unbelief (Matt. 23:32). The 

servant in the parable was doubly forgiven by  the King's willingness to carry the debt now and 

forever (Matt. 18:24, 27), but was unwilling to forgive his fellow servant's debt (18:28, 30). This 

depicts those blessed by the truth of the grace of giving but who insist on the lie of taking. They 

likewise will be measured by their measure (Matt. 7:2).  The result will be torment (Matt. 18:34). 

As they  come face to face with the glory  and righteousness of Him who is the truth, the incom-

patibility of the lie that describes their existence will result  in their destruction. The fire in which 

those cleansed of the lie will live forever, will prove lethal for the adherents of the lie.

!

14



Isaiah saw the judgment and asked, "Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who 

among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?" His answer explains why only  those identified 

with the truth will survive. "He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that de-

spiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his 

ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; he shall dwell on high." (Isa. 

33:14-16). We could describe fire as the giving of energy. Only  those who also have become giv-

ers will find the fire of God's presence nourishing. All takers of energy  will find it deadly. They 

are resistors, not conductors, and they  will burn up in the final flow of divine glory  and right-

eousness.

11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no 
rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the 
mark of his name.

John sees the result of this encounter, this torment. Smoke is the byproduct of combustion, of 

something burning up. Many mistakenly gather from the eternal nature of this judgment that the 

process of destruction will go on forever, never finishing the burning. A careful examination of 

what the Bible says about the creation of man's life in the beginning, his nature of dependence 

upon God, and what happens at death shows that man can live forever only united with God. To 

say that those who are lost  in the lie will live forever in torment implies that God's judgment will 

never be complete. The wages of sin is not eternal life in torment, but death. (Rom. 6:23). The 

smoke arising forever means there is no return ever of the separated elements into a reconstruc-

tion of what God has eternally separated.

This alone can be the meaning of this graphic description, otherwise the serpent's words con-

veying the lie to Eve in the beginning would not be untrue. He insisted that Eve's self-grasping 
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unbelief of God's word was actually the way to live; she would not die. (Gen. 3:4, 5). But the 

cross and the third angel's message show clearly that there is no immortality for the wicked, 

those allied with the lie.

Jesus told the Jews the truth would make them free of sin (John 8:32, 34). Sin leads to death 

(1 Cor. 15:56), not eternal life in punishment. Thus the truth alone will endure forever. The lie is 

not forever. This is why the father of the lie will also perish in this fire. God prophesied through 

Ezekiel, "I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to 

ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. All they that know thee among the 

people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more." 

(Ezek. 28:18, 19). 

Just as Sodom and Gomorrah, cities devoted to the lie of taking (Gen. 19:4, 5, 9; Ezek. 

16:49), suffered "the vengeance of eternal fire" (Jude 7) and were turned "into ashes" (2 Pet. 

2:6), so the devil who abode not in the truth and all who joined him will face the same fate. "For, 

behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wick-

edly, shall be stubble: and the day  that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that 

it shall leave them neither root nor branch." (Mal. 4:1). Those who have identified with the truth 

of God's character have a wonderfully  different destiny in this day of released energy. "But unto 

you that fear My name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in His wings; and ye 

shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall." (Mal. 4:2). The "root" and "branch" of the lie 

have been burned up, left like the cities Peter described. "And ye shall tread down the wicked; 

for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day  that I shall do this, saith the LORD 

of hosts." (Mal. 4:3).
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If we hold that instead the Father keeps the lie around forever, even if quarantined in some 

place of torment, and keeps those irrevocably committed to the lie alive forever, even torturing 

them for eternity  for their short lives of evil, we are saying that the lie of the devil remains at-

tached to the Father forever. We have made Him a liar, to use John's language (1 John 1:10; 

5:10). But, to borrow from Paul, "let God be true, but every  man a liar." (Rom. 3:4). Only as we 

see the destiny  of the lie can we grasp the significance of the cross and the dimensions of the sac-

rifice Jesus made there in His willingness to face a similar future. And unless we see the wisdom 

and love of God in His justice bringing the lie to an eternal end, we cannot portray Him as the 

truth in its purity.

As the Advent believers grasped that only God has immortality (1 Tim. 6:16), that there is 

life only  in the Son (1 John 5:11, 12), and that death is the opposite of life, not just another stage 

of it  (Ps. 115:17; Ecc. 9:5), they were prepared to preach the truth of the cross in its fulness, and 

to meet the new manifestations of the lie which were exploding in their day in spiritualistic phe-

nomena. These are still the demands of the end-time, in an ever increasing way.

God's messengers portrayed here in Revelation do what Daniel did in Babylon of old. Their 

lives continually testify of what  will last forever, and what will pass away. And Daniel's special 

task at the end of Babylon's history matches perfectly the messages of all three angels in opening 

the books to recount the history, and declaring the verdict and sentence against  what is about to 

collapse. So God's messengers join Him in phase 1 and 2 of judgment. All who accept the mes-

sages of mercy join in this witness. 

The response by the majority of the world who continue worshipping the creature is not  posi-

tive. To the end they resist the Spirit of the truth, and finally He gives them over fully to what 
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they  have chosen. In the language of Revelation 7, the winds are no longer held. A unprece-

dented storm is thereby released (Rom. 1:29-32 describes its characteristics) that will engulf the 

world. God's messengers must step back and leave phase 3 of judgment to Him, as Daniel was 

told. The final end of the 4th kingdom is "without hands" (Dan. 2:45; 8:25; Rev. 16 describes the 

beginning of this executive judgment). As lawlessness (lovelessness) abounds, the self-

sacrificing love of God's people is tested to the ultimate. In the midst of such taking, the great 

temptation is to stop giving. And many do just that. Will there be any whose love does not wax 

cold? (Matt. 24:12, 13).

12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of 
God, and the faith of Jesus.

As we just demonstrated, there is an implied question between verse 11 and verse 12, in the 

language of Revelation, "Is there any who will not worship the beast?" This parallels the ques-

tion which was voiced in 6:17 by those hiding from Him who is the truth. "The great day  of His 

wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?" ("Wrath" in 6:17 is "indignation" in 14:10.) In 

our current verse we find the answer. John is shown "holy ones" who are cleansed of the lie, who 

have "holiness of the truth." (Eph. 4:24). These only have the necessary patience or endurance. 

The word means "to remain under," and implies they can stand under great pressure and not fall. 

The storm that hits is but the pent-up taking of the lie. The saints continue living the giving of the 

truth. The endurance or "abiding under" occurs because of "abiding in" Him who is the truth--

knowing the truth, and the truth "abiding in" us forever (1 John 2:21-28 and 2 John 2).

John is shown two things these holy ones keep, come what may. They "keep the command-

ments of God, and the faith of Jesus." These two wonderful gifts from the Father and the Son 
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have been their expression of hope in the fallen, sinful race. They both speak to sinners and say 

to each, "Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more." (John 8:11; also 5:14).

The commandments of God are integrally  connected with the truth of self-sacrificing love, 

as that love is the fulfilling of them (Rom. 13:9, 10). John made this connection throughout his 

first two epistles. Jesus came to fulfill the law that contains them (Matt. 5:17) in behalf of sin-

ners, in His life witness to the truth. For Him, in turn, to command sinners to "sin no more" 

would be to mock their helpless condition if there was not hope of such occurring (Rom. 8:3, 4). 

But the truth is still the standard and will always be. God does not change (Mal. 3:6; Heb. 13:8) 

and neither does His universe. Thus He still holds out to sinners the ideal. But how can they  at-

tain to it?

It is not insignificant that in the heart of His commandments is the Sabbath. The Creator can 

recreate! The Advent believers discovered anew the commandments, with the Sabbath in the cen-

ter, as they looked by  faith into the ark of the covenant pictured by John in the temple in heaven, 

opened in the final judgment process (Rev. 11:19). This is heaven's end-time focus.

However, if the code of law alone was all He gave to sinners, it would accomplish only  their 

condemnation (Rom. 3:19, 20; 4:15; 7:14). As vital as it is to point out sin, to unmask the lie in 

all its forms, that process by  itself will not remove the lie. We must note Paul's observation that 

we find "the truth in the law." (Rom. 2:20), because it witnesses to something "without the law" 

as a method of salvation. What we find both "the law and the prophets" witnessing to is "the 

righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ unto all." (Rom. 3:21, 22). As Philip  told Nathan-

iel, "We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Naz-

areth, the son of Joseph." (John 1:45). The written record of God's dealing that contains the codi-
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fied law also speaks of God's faith working by love, and how that would be expressed in Mes-

siah. Jesus Himself observed that on the "two commandments" of "love the Lord thy God" and 

"love thy neighbour as thyself" "hang all the law and the prophets." (Matt. 22:37-40). These sim-

ple but profound commands that encompass the whole of man's duty are but instructions to live 

as God Himself. He had said through Moses, "Ye shall be holy; for I am holy." (Lev. 11:44, 45; 1 

Pet 1:16, 22). Holiness is selflessness, the truth.

In coming to live the truth as the expression of His faith and love, Jesus expressed the power 

that made His commands enabling statements rather than condemning or mocking sentences. 

This was why "go and sin no more" was a statement of great hope, imparting His faith that em-

powered action otherwise impossible for faithless sinners. To see what He saw possible was in 

itself freeing. He illustrated this with every physical miracle. "Rise and walk" did not mock the 

paralyzed man (John 5:8). It conveyed a picture of what God's ideal was, with creative power in 

the faith expressed. When it was met with responsive faith, the possibility became reality. And 

the humble Creator repeatedly  encouraged the developing faith with, "Thy faith hath saved thee." 

(Luke 7:50; 8:48; 17:19; 18:42). The gospel thus was "the righteousness of God revealed from 

faith"--the creative faith of Jesus--"to faith"--our responsive faith. (Rom. 1:17). The Creator in 

humble faith was justifying the sinner ("Neither do I condemn thee"), and in that same faith con-

veying a vision of what could be ("Go, and sin no more"). This faith, if received in responsive 

belief, accomplishes salvation. 

Coming back to the picture here in Revelation of endurance in the end-time, we now can see 

how those who "keep  the commandments of God" must also "keep  ... the faith of Jesus." The law 

and the gospel must go hand in hand to enable faith working by  love to be both the eternal stan-
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dard of conduct, and God's means by which that is restored to helpless sinners. That  God's peo-

ple at the end overcome and endure, indicates they have "purified" their "souls in obeying the 

truth through the Spirit." (1Pet. 1:22). John speaks of the same purification from the lie that he 

himself had entered into. "We know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we 

shall see Him as He is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as He is 

pure." (1 John 3:2, 3; same verb as Peter). "The truth of God" encounters "the lie of me" (Rom. 

3:7, literal), and purification is the result  as "the faith of God" (Rom. 3:3) has its intended effect 

to produce in me the same faith that works by love and purifies.

This verse in Revelation 14 shows that "the hour of His judgment" announced by the first 

angel is not just the judgment against Babylon, but in favor of the saints, as Daniel also saw 

(Dan. 7:22). And when the saints are vindicated along with Babylon's condemnation, God is also 

vindicated, though this is not mentioned until the following chapters (15:3, 4; 16:5, 7; 19:2, 3). 

Paul wrote of the importance of this aspect of judgment, when the faith and the truth of God 

stand. "Let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That Thou mightest be justified in 

Thy sayings, and mightest overcome when Thou art judged." (Rom. 3:4-7). "His judgment" thus 

settles the case of all involved in the controversy.

As we open the books of the Advent movement itself, we discover that  its mission has been 

hindered and delayed by a lack of "the faith of Jesus."7 Without that essential dynamic, all at-

tempts to live and proclaim "the commandments of God" remain a legal religion, not a heart one. 

It is for this very reason that Jesus gave two messages especially for the end-time messengers, 

alerting them to this lack. The first was the parable of the ten virgins (symbols of pure individu-
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als, purity being freedom from the lie) that Jesus told in His Olivet discourse addressing the 

preparation for the coming of both the local and the global destructions. What the five foolish 

virgins lacked was a sufficient supply  of oil, a symbol of the Spirit of the truth who brings with 

Him faith that works by  love. The other message was to the messenger (angel) of the church of 

Laodicea, speaking as the True Witness (remember John 18:37), warning of the missing items, 

each of which speak of the same spiritual reality. The gold tried in the fire is the truth of faith and 

love matured in its battle with the lie (1 Pet. 1:7). The white raiment is the robe of righteousness, 

the life of faith and love supplied in place of our lack (Eph. 6:14; 1 Thes. 5:8; compare Rev. 

19:8). And the eyesalve is the spiritual insight that the faith of Jesus brings, enabling us to see 

what He sees (Heb. 11:1, 27).

These three angels' messages, though judgment based, are gospel expressions of the truth 

which is everlasting. These are the details of the end-time witness to the truth depicted by Jesus 

in Matt. 24:13, 14. (Those who "endure" in Matt. 24:13 are those who have "endurance" in Rev. 

14:12.) As God's final messengers enter into the experience of both the messages sent to fit them 

to be messengers (Matt. 25:1-13, Midnight Cry; Rev. 3:14-22, Laodicean Message), and the mes-

sages they themselves are to give globally (Rev. 14:6-12, Three Angels' Messages; 18:1-6, Loud 

Cry), they are used by God in this final witness. And then the end will come.

13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their la-
bours; and their works do follow them.

This voice interjected between the messages and the next scene implies several things to us. 

The first is that we can put "blessed" together with "dead which die" only because of the gospel 

reality. "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He [Jesus] also Himself 
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likewise took part of the same; that through death He might destroy him that had the power of 

death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject 

to bondage." (Heb. 2:14, 15). As He told John, "I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I 

am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death." (Rev. 1:18). His victorious 

faith and love to the death for sin overcame sin, "the sting of death" (1 Cor. 15:56). And His res-

urrection overcame death also (Rom. 6:9). To "die in the Lord" means one has identified with His 

victory over sin and death, and has nothing to fear from death.

We are reminded here also that the dead "rest from their labours; and their works do follow 

them." It is upon these works that their reward in the judgment is determined. (Matt. 16:27; Rom. 

2:6; 2 Cor. 11:15; 2 Tim. 4:14; Rev. 2:23; 18:6; 20:12,13). Thus they are not doing anything at 

this point. They are resting in the grave awaiting what will happen next.

14 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son 
of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.

The next thing John sees after these end-time messages is the "harvest of the earth," that of 

which Jesus spoke as "the end of the world." (Matt. 13:39). The Second Advent of Jesus is the 

next major event in the setting up  of God's kingdom. It is for this He repeatedly told us to 

"watch" (Matt. 24:42, 43; 25:13). This advances the work of judgment in a major way. All deci-

sions have been made. Destinies have been sealed. But there is more work in judging before 

God's kingdom is finally  established with "a new heaven and a new earth" where "all tears" are 

gone, where "there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 

more pain," where "the former things are passed away." (Rev. 21:1, 4).

But while the Second Coming of Jesus is not the final end of sin, it indicates the end of death 

for those identifying with the truth. For them, the Advent will be the ultimate coming of "the 
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grace and the truth ... by Jesus Christ." (John 1:17). This wonderful event, called "that blessed 

hope" by Paul (Tit. 2:13), is the very reason those at the end who are the messengers to call all 

who will to come out of the lie of Babylon, are called the Advent movement. This is our end-

time identity!

As John 8:44 reveals to us the beginning of the battle between the truth and the lie, so Paul's 

vital passage in 2 Thess. 2:3-12 speaks of the end of that same battle in prophetic terms locked 

into Daniel and Revelation, with the truth and the lie explicit. It is the intervention of Jesus at 

this end that is the beginning in Person of phase 3 of judgment on Babylon, the carrying out of 

the sentences "without hands" of humans (Dan. 2:45; 8:25). "The Lord shall consume [that 

Wicked] with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy  with the brightness of His coming." (2 

Thes. 2:8). This brightness will forever scatter the darkness of the lie from those freed by the 

truth. (John 8:32). In fact, this event provides the final deliverance through Him who is the truth 

at His coming, as they are finally  "delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious lib-

erty  of the children of God," experiencing at long last "the redemption of our body." (Rom. 8:21, 

23).

The Second Advent is "the great day  of His wrath" because His other-centered love must in-

tervene to rescue the ripe self-sacrificing ones from the ripe self-exalting ones. His passion 

against the destructiveness of those allied with the lie who are bent on destroying the truth and 

its adherents necessitates at this point a reaping of both, saving one and destroying the other 

(Rev. 14:15-19).

It is in anticipation of this "glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" 

(Tit. 2:13) that the messengers at the end-time put their all into the work of preparing themselves 
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and as many as will hear the last messages of mercy. Do you wish to join them in the final wit-

ness to the truth?

Final End-Time Message

The final message that goes out in the work of mercy is actually pictured four chapters later, 

in the second of two chapters that detail Babylon. Revelation 18 shows this final messenge will 

be given "mightily with a strong voice" (verse 2). The might with which this message goes forth 

is clearly supernatural, coming from "the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who be-

lieve, according to the working of His mighty  power" (Eph. 1:19). This is the might of "faith 

which worketh by love" that alone avails (Gal. 5:6). Clearly  the Spirit of the truth has imbued the 

messengers with His power (dunamis) given to Jesus at His baptism (Acts 10:38), to the disciples 

at Pentecost (Acts 1:8), and to Paul in his preaching of the gospel (1 Thes. 1:5).

The message comes also with great authority (verse 1, "power," exousia), which refers to the 

position that self-sacrificing love wins in servant greatness demonstrated in Jesus and repeated in 

His followers (Luke 22:26, 27). The global nature of the message is clear, as "the earth was 

lightened with his glory" (verse 1). These are echoes of John 1 that describes "the true Light, 

which lighteth every man that cometh into the world" (verse 7), and the "glory as of the only be-

gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth" (verse 14), "the grace and the truth [that] came by 

Jesus Christ" (verse 17).

This final end-time message begins by echoing the second angel's message, "Babylon the 

great is fallen, is fallen...." John then hears a wonderful voice from heaven that joins the intro-

ductory  remarks of this messenger. In words that sound like the voice of Jesus who gave John the 

Revelation, the final appeal is made, "Come out of her, My people...." (18:4). This is not an ex-
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clusive call of partiality. All are His by creation and redemption. He is not willing that any 

should perish (2 Pet. 3:9). Faith working by love is expressed to the end.

The chapter in great detail goes on to explain phases 1 and 2 of judgment, weaving them to-

gether throughout. The indictment against Babylon opens the book on her yet again but in more 

detail, and documents her self-glorification (verse 7), exploitive merchandising (verse 13), de-

ception (verse 23), and violence (verse 24). Note that when the sentence under phase 2 is de-

scribed prophetically, it reads like a historical description of the execution of the sentence (phase 

3). The descriptions of judgment given here repeats the history, verdict, and sentence against  the 

lie implied in "the hour of His judgment" of the first angel, and detailed briefly  in "fire," 

"smoke," and "torment" of the third angel. But now we have much more detail about the "judg-

ment" (18:10), "fire" (18:8), "smoke" (18:8, 18), and the "torment" (18:7, 10, 15).

The closing exclamations regarding the judgment on Babylon are found in chapter 19 

(though final judgment on the last vestiges of the lie awaits chapter 20), which leads us back to 

our focus, the truth for this end-time accomplishes the final rescue of people out of the lie. After 

the four-fold "Alleluia" (19:1, 3, 4, 6) at Babylon's destruction,8 we have a joyful note that there 

are saints invited to "the marriage supper of the Lamb" (19:9), "for the marriage of the Lamb is 

come." (19:7). The union of the self-sacrificing Lamb with His enduring, self-sacrificing saints is 

pictured in corporate terms as the marriage of the Lamb and His wife, later shown as a city  (21:9, 

10). The "fine linen, clean and white" in which His wife is arrayed is "the righteousness of 

saints" (19:8). 
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Here we have a final, glorious picture of a people cleansed of any taint of the darkness of the 

lie, in radiant garments of the light of the truth. That this experience is depicted as a garment of 

"the righteousness of saints" is equivalent to what we saw earlier when Jesus told those He 

healed that their faith had healed them. The righteousness is no more of the saints than the faith 

was of the sinners. It is all of Him whose faith both manifested the righteousness of God toward 

sinners (Rom. 3:21, 22, 25, 26), and thereby stimulated faith in the hearts of those sinners. The 

glory of His humility is that when His faith and love has produced in sinners a responsive faith 

and love, He calls that theirs. But forever these saved sinners will join John's introductory  song 

of praise, "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made 

us kings and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 

Amen." (Rev. 1:5, 6).

From our own personal experience we can speak of the truth that has made us what 
we are, - Seventh-day Adventists. Truth felt within is most precious, but truth con-
firmed by the testimony of the word and by the Holy Spirit's power is of the highest 
value. We can confidently say, The truth that has come to us through the Holy Spirit's 
working is not a lie. The evidences given for the last half century bear the evidence of 
the Spirit's power. In the word of God we have found the truth that substantiates our 
faith. We have watched the influence of the heresies that have come in, and we have 
seen them come to naught. God has given us sacred, holy truths. Let us hold them 
fast. I am instructed to say that we are now to present these truths, in plainness and 
simplicity, to the people of God.  {PC 257.1} (Let. 183, 6/23/1905, to G. I. Butler)

If ever there was a period of time when we needed the Holy Spirit's power in our dis-
courses, in our prayers, in every action proposed, it is now. We are not to stop at the 
first experience, but while we bear the same message to the people, this message is to 
be strengthened and enlarged. We are to see and realize the importance of the mes-
sage made certain by its divine origin. We are to follow on to know the Lord, that we 
may know that His going forth is prepared as the morning. Our souls need the quick-
ening from the Source of all power. We may be strengthened and confirmed in the past 
experience that holds us to the essential points of truth which have made us what we 
are--Seventh-day Adventists.  {UL 352.3} {SpTB07 57.2&3} 12/4/1905
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